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Module 23301 | Foundation Module
MA PAIR

Semester 1.

12 Contact
Hours

20 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (in hrs):
144/356

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☒

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Written Exam | Presentation

Elective ☐

per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Eckhard Schröter

Prerequisites

none

Use of Module

Mandatory Module MA | Foundation Module

Contents
The module provides an advanced and comprehensive overview of fundamental issues in the
elective subject areas of corporate management & economics, political & social sciences,
communication sciences & cultural studies, as well as interdisciplinary approaches.
Qualification Objectives
The different elective areas of the foundation module allow students to choose an addition to or
advanced studies in their subject knowledge in a way that is ideally suited to the further course of
their studies.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 232018 Entrepreneurship

5

3

C 232015 Marketing

5

3

C 233011 Policy, Polity, Politics

5

3

C 233012 Public Administration

5

3

C 231031 Communication Theory

5

3

C 231032 Cultural Theory

5

3

C 223013 Fundamentals of Civil Law | Introduction to Public Law

5

3

C 232032 Game & Decision Theory

5

3

C 232014 Theories of Organization

5

3

Module 23303 Research Design & Methods
MA PAIR

Semester 1-2

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar and Exercises

Event Type

Obligatory ☒

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Written Exam | Presentation

Elective ☐
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Joachim Behnke

Prerequisites

basic knowledge of mathematics
basic knowledge of empirical methods

Use of Module

Mandatory Module

Contents
The aim of the module is to expand existing basic skills in empirical methods . To do this, on the
one hand the scientific theoretical basics of empirical research are discussed, with a special
focus on epistemological problems as they can be found in different research approaches and
different schools of thought, such as the so-called "quantitative" and "qualitative" research.
Throughout the whole sub-module, an integrative viewpoint is adopted, i.e. the point of view that
successful research in social sciences requires knowledge and understanding that relate to both
research traditions.
Qualification Objectives
The students get to know the prevailing approaches in the theory of science and in research
design, can evaluate them regarding specific research questions, and apply them in their own
research. The students understand the different methodological approaches of social research
and can apply them to their own research questions.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 231022 Theory of Science & Research Design

5

3

C 233032 Introduction to Empirical Social Research

5

3

C 123241 through 123244 Advanced Methods (Workshops)

5

3

Module 23302 Advanced Studies in Politics, Administration &
International Relations
MA PAIR

Semester 1-2

12 Contact
Hours

20 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 144/356

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☒

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Written Exam | Presentation

Elective ☐
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Eckhard Schröter

Prerequisites

basic knowledge of political systems and public
institutions

Use of Module
Mandatory Module
Contents
The module expands existing basic knowledge of the areas of political and administrative
sciences, as well as of international relations. In doing this, theories and methods from the
following areas are taught:
| political philosophy
| theories of justice, of liberty, of common welfare, etc.
| comparison of political systems
| political decisions
| global & multi-level governance
| international organizations
| international politics
| public administration
| public sector management
Qualification Objectives
After attending the courses in the module the students are able to understand and critically reflect
on theories of the areas of political and administrative sciences, as well as of international
relations. They are also able to evaluate these theories critically in more advanced courses and
to apply them to different spheres of activity.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 233022 Political Theory

3

5

C 233021 Comparative Politics

3

5

C 233041 Public Management

3

5

C 243022 International Relations

3

5

Module 24304 International Law & International Economics
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Written Exam | Presentation

Elective ☐
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Joachim Behnke

Prerequisites
Use of Module
Elective Module
Contents
The module teaches students the fundamentals of the law of nations and the working methods of
international organizations, with a special focus on the legal framework conditions.
The sub-module "Economics" focuses on:
| the interaction between politics, economics, and civil society in the age of globalization;
| governance and control of government action under the condition of internat ional economic
interdependency;
| inter- and transnational trade, monetary, and fiscal policy (tough policies);
| inter- and transnational labor, social, and environmental policy (soft policies);
| international regimes and inter- and transnational institutions.
Qualification Objectives
The students
| know the different sources of the law of nations;
| get an overview of the legal relationships of the nation states;
| know the different origins and the relationship between the law of nations and domestic law;
| get to know the intellectual background of international political economics and are thus abl e to
classify current public and political debates against this background and to critically reflect on
them accordingly.
The students broaden their understanding of the complex interplay between " evolutionary" and
mostly uncontrolled developing structures, governance, and the role of ideas - such as the one of
free trade - that leave their mark on reality.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243041 Law of Nations

3

5

C 243042 International Political Economics

3

5

Module 24302 Governance
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Helmut Willke

Prerequisites
Use of Module
Elective Module
Contents
This course provides an overview of the theoretical and conceptual basics for the analysis of
organizational structures and decision-making processes in the political-administrative system.
The range of the offered explanatory approaches and patterns of interpretation covers the
classical, actor-centered, and structuralistic theories, different variations of modern institutional
theory, and system theoretical observations of political and social governance.
Qualification Objectives
The students are enabled a) to analyze and critically compare prevailing explanatory approaches
in modern theories of state and of administration, b) to critically reflect on and classify empirical
decision-making processes and reform projects against the background of theoretical analytical
approaches, c) to reasonably apply the descriptive and prescriptive dimensions of the theories in
the context of current international state and administrative reforms. The overall aim is to promote
the students´ skills in critical analysis, and their ability to communicate both in writing and orally.
Main expected outcomes are:
| the ability to summarize even complex texts concisely and to document the respective learning
contents;
| the ability to understand exemplary institutions and working methods of governance, and to
present them comprehensibly by means of literature search, discourse, and analysis;
| the ability to understand, evaluate, and present basic concepts and theor etical components of
governance;
| the ability to adequately and briefly present the practical relevance of the analysis of institutions
of global economics and further global functional systems;
| the ability to formulate and justify smaller development and research projects in the area of
global economics /global governance.

Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243021 Global Governance

3

5

C 243102 European Governance

3

5

Module 24313 Development Administration
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Hours / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Eckhart Schröter

Prerequisites
Use of Module
Elective Module
Contents
By critically examining theoretical foundations and empirical evidence of development
administration, the course seeks to provide students with an understanding of the process of
generating social, economic, and political change in developing countries and transitional
economies.
Qualification Objectives
The class is geared to the theoretical and empirical examination of how policy, program , and
community-level intervention can be employed to promote 'good governance' and to address
economic, political, and managerial development challenges.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243131 Political Economy of Development Administration

3

5

C 243132 Managing Public Services in Developing Countries

3

5

Module 24314 Comparative Politics & Policy
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Eckhart Schröter

Prerequisites
Use of Module
Elective Module
Contents
The module specializes on political and administrative comparisons and covers both the
institutional and the actor-centered dimensions of social and political power structures (polity and
politics dimensions), as well as the policy dimension of the contents of political programs (policy
analysis). In its overall perspective the module thus provides a comprehensive overview of the
main governance models in a European and non-European, as well as international comparison.
Qualification Objectives
Thus, the students are enabled to analyze and evaluate converging and diverging developments
of governance systems. They can critically evaluate policy transfers and the diffusion of political
solutions in their scope, and can analyze them on a sound methodological basis.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243141 Political Institutions

3

5

C 243111 Policy Analysis

3

5

Module 24301 Politics & Society
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs): 72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Lenght of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Joachim Behnke
Prof. Dr. Helmut Willke

Prerequisites
Use of Module
Elective Module
Contents
The students receive an introduction to the theory of social systems as a sociological system
theory. The focus of the course is on the explanation and discussion of basic paradigms,
concepts, models, and terms of modern sociological system theory. In a first part, the focus is on
the terms of communication, complexity, and contingency.
A second focus is on the development of a basic understanding of the strengths and weaknesses
of systemic thought. This is supported by an elementary comparison of theories, especially
including the theory of action and phenomenology. The comparison of theories becomes more
concrete by using the practical problem of system control.
A third focus addresses the topic of the political system of modern societies. This is on the one
hand the connection to classes on political theory, on the other hand the political system serves
as a pars pro toto of an autonomous, differentiated functional system of society. Functional
differentiation as a central structural model of modern societies is exemplified using the way the
political system works.
Qualification Objectives
The students gain:
| the ability to critically analyze and evaluate theoretical texts;
| the ability to concisely summarize even complex texts, to document respective learning
contents, as well as
| the ability to understand exemplary aspects of systemic thought and to present them
comprehensibly by means of literature search, discourse, and analysis ;
| the ability to understand, evaluate, and present basic terms and architectonic decis ions of the
theory of social systems, as well as the ability to briefly present the practical relevance of
systemic thought for professions of system control.
The students gain in-depth knowledge of the following topics:
| network theories (sociological)
| expansions: socio-economic network theories

|
|
|
|

economic network theories
more recent policy networks: concepts and assessments
concepts of social capital
theories of parties

Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243011 Social Systems

3

5

C 243012 Political Players (Parties, Associations, Movements)

3

5

Module 24315 Political Attitudes & Decisions
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Event Type ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Joachim Behnke

Prerequisites
Use of Module

Elective Module

Contents
| political attitudes
| political behavior
| political psychology
| election campaigns and political communication
| negotiation theories
| different mechanisms of governance to distribute specific goods
Qualification Objectives
The students learn to critically evaluate academic literature on political sociology and to correctly
evaluate the effects of political campaigns and political communication on the political behavior of
the citizens. Additionally, they gain knowledge of different allocation procedures to distribute
specific goods, whose distribution by means of market mechanisms is not ideal or not desired for
normative reasons (access to educational offers, donor organs).
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243151 Political Sociology

3

5

C 243152 Negotiation Theories & Allocation Mechanisms

3

5

Module 24305 Political Economics
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar | Exercises

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Presentation | Oral Examination | Paper

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Joachim Behnke

Prerequisites

none

Use of Module

Elective Module

Contents
| theory of public goods;
| economic theory of the forms of government "democracy" and "autocracy" (dictatorship);
| theories of the wealth and prosperity of nations;
| economic reasons for state functions: theory of merit goods;
| hybrid goods (in the context of state services / private services / collective services);
| global public goods (including distribution and redistribution theories);
| critical analyses and alternative concepts (mixed goods, complex goods), as well as
constitutional economics;
| theories of the state;
| the "ideal" extent of the production of public goods;
| "just" financing.
Qualification Objectives
The aim of the module is the analysis of central issues of modern welfare states, their dynamics,
and their transformation.
The students get to know the concept both in a differentiated way and in the scope of its possible
applications. They expand their understanding of different institutional arrangements and their
respective suitability to provide certain goods. By dealing with the problem of public goods the
students expand their understanding of specific conditions of production and the decision-making
structures in the arenas of the market and the state. This also increases the sensitivity towards
the legitimation of government actions or their limits, respectively.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243051 Public Goods

3

5

C 243052 Advanced Economic Theories

3

5

Module 24307 Public Finance & Controlling
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar | Exercises

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Presentation | Paper | Written Exam

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Rick Vogel

Prerequisites

none

Use of Module

Elective Module

Contents
The module provides an introduction to the basic issues in public finance, as well as in
controlling/performance management. The focus is on topics such as taxes, budget theory,
financial relations, different forms of controlling and performance management .
| taxes, contributions, and duties;
| budget theory and budget decisions;
| financial relations (financial federalism);
| public debt, debt management;
| controlling, performance management/measurement.
Qualification Objectives
The students
| are to get to know the theory of public finance;
| are to acquire basic concepts of public choice theory (new economic policy);
| get in-depth insights into the tools of controlling and learn to apply them in practical examples;
| gain basic knowledge of different performance management systems;
| develop their knowledge of the international comparison of states.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243071 Public Finance | Budget Theory | Taxes

5

3

C 243072 Controlling & Performance Management

5

3

Module 24312 Information Sciences for Administration
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar | Exercises

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Presentation | Paper

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Jörn von Lucke

Prerequisites

basic knowledge
administration

Use of Module

Elective Module

of

information

sciences

for

Contents
The former disciplinary borderline between business, politics, administration, and culture is
disappearing more and more, and interdisciplinarity is increasingly gaining in importance.
Information and communication technologies as drivers of these changes are more and more
relevant in management-oriented political and administrative sciences. This module teaches the
students advanced knowledge of information sciences for administration and of business
informatics, using selected areas where modern information and communication technologies are
used in the public sector.
This module is to expand already existing knowledge and to strengthen the under standing of new
technologies. The aim is to teach the students the relevance and the possibilities of the
application of information technologies for the modernization, organization, and processes of
administration.
Qualification Objectives
The students gain insight into the current concepts, models, and tools of infomation sciences for
administration, and learn the possibilities of their application in politics and administration. Thus
they are to become able to prepare and make strategic decisions on the introduction of new
technologies. The programming of computers and networks is not part of the module.
Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243121 Electronic Government

5

3

C 243122 Current Issues in Information Sciences for Administration

5

3

C 243141 Electronic Business and the New Open Economy

5

3

C 243142 Social Media and the New Media Scene

5

3

Modul 24349 Current Issues in PAIR
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

6 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods

Seminar | Exercises

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☒

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with

Prof. Dr. Eckhard Schröter

Prerequisites
Use of Module

Elective Module PAIR

Contents
The module addresses current issues, topics, and problems of politics, administration, and
international relations that are covered in the mass media and in academic discourse and offers
students the possibility to develop their own ideas of problems and possible solutions in
discourses and debates. Per semester different focal topics can be discussed.
Qualification Objectives
The special importance of the module is that it stresses and develops professionally qualifying
competences using current problems. The aim is the connection to relevant professional areas.

Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243491 Current Issues in PAIR 1

5

3

C 243492 Current Issues in PAIR 2

5

3

Module 90001 StudentStudy
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

3 Contact
Hours

10 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
72/178

Teaching Methods
Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Elective ☒

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☐

Examinations

Paper | Presentation

per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with
Prerequisites
Use of Module

Elective Module PAIR

Contents
The aim of the module - usually covering two semesters - is to offer current issues that are not
integrated into the curriculum as part of the electives in the major phase. The students are
involved in the organization of this course. The module is thus a framework for the designing of
the course, its contents, qualification objectives, formats, lecturers, and assignments which are
agreed upon and organized together with the executive program director.

Qualification Objectives
The students learn to design and organize courses according to their own ideas and to take on
responsibility for this process.

Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 900012 StudentStudy 1

5

3

C 900012 StudentStudy 2

5

3

Module 24352 Research Project
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

3 Contact
Hours

20 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
36/464

Teaching Methods

Project | Colloquium

Event Type

Obligatory ☐

Period

1-2 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☐

Examinations

Academic report on the research project as an
academic paper
(15 ECTS - ZU-grading scale according to GSPOBA)
Participation in a research colloquium and interim
report on the research project (5 ECTS – grade of
the examination "pass - fail")
Written exam [C 113511] (10 ECTS - ZU-grading
scale according to GSPO-BA)

Elective ☒
per semester ☐

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with
Prerequisites

| Application for a research project of a ZU chair,
research cluster, research association, or
research center.
| The concrete subject-specific pre-requisites result
from the respective topics.

Use of Module

Elective Module PAIR

Content
The module "Research Project" addresses students with a pronounced interest in academic work
and research-oriented professional fields. It offers students the chance to realize – academically
supported – a research-oriented project at a ZU chair, a research cluster, research association,
or research center. In the course of their project the students write an academic paper as a re port
on their project. This written examination is an independently prepared academic work in which
students apply academic methods and findings to a concrete research topic. A ZU professor
supervises this project and agrees to the research question and the applied methods. The results
are put down in writing and submitted together with the registration for the Humboldt Year.
Project progress, potential problems in working on the project, and possible solutions are
discussed in the related research colloquium. The contents and methods required to work on the
project are taught in the context of a seminar.

Qualification Objectives
This module trains the students in independent work and teaches advanced knowledge in scientific
working. The students learn to deal with a topic on an academic level over a whole year.

Courses in the Module

ECTS

SWS

C 243521 Research Colloquium

5

3

C 243522 Research Project

15

Module 23350 Master Colloquium
MA PAIR

Semester 2-3

3 Contatct
Hours

20 ECTS

Contact Time / Self Study (hrs):
36/464

Teaching Methods
Event Type

Obligatory ☒

Elective ☐

Period

1 Semester

Rotation

yearly ☐

Examinations

Synopsis | Master Thesis

per semester ☒

Scope and Length of Examinations
Module Responsibility with
Prerequisites
Use of Module
Contents
The module provides the preparation for the master examination. The students become familiar
with the standards of academic work on the master level and learn to present and defend their
master thesis.
Qualification Objectives
The students develop their own research question and answer it by critically reflecting on theories
and methods of political and administrative sciences, as well as international relations.

Courses in the Module

ECTS

C 233501 Master Colloquium
Master Thesis

SWS
3

20

